
A	Brief	History	of	
Photography	–	Part	1	–	The	Early	Years	

	
§  Greeted	with	enthusiasm	for	its	

historical	importance.			

§  Decades	passed	before	photography	
became	accepted	as	an	art	form.	



The	Camera	Obscura	

The first illustration of a camera obscura. 
The word camera is Latin for “room.” 
A darkened room is called the camera obscura. 



Photography	
Early	Years:	

•  When	light	enters	this	hole,	the	
action	taking	place	outside	the	
chamber	is	projected	on	the	far	
wall,	inverted	but	with	
perspective	and	color	still	
intact.	
	

•  Beginning	in	the	11th	century	
the	camera	obscura	(means	
dark	room)		developed	to	study	
eclipses.	A	small	hole	is	cut	in	a	
window	shade	in	a	darkened	
room	projecting	an	image	of	
the	sun	onto	the	opposite	wall.	

•  Projects	an	upside-down	image	
of	the	outside	world	using	
ordinary	daylight.	

	
	



Photography	
Technique	and	Development	

•  By	the	1600s	a	lens	helps	focus	
images	more	clearly.	

•  	In	the	1700s	a	table	model	becomes	
available	–	with	a	mirror	inside	it	
projected	an	inverted	(right	side	up)	
image	that	artists	can	use	for	tracing.	

	
	



Drawing a Silhouette by Johann Rudolph Schellenberg (1740–1806) 

 

A man drawing the silhouette of a 
seated woman on translucent paper 
suspended in a frame and lit by a 
candle. Etching by R. Schellenberg. 
 



Before Photography - Photographic Processes 
George Eastman Museum 
 
§  The discovery of these processes have 

forever changed our understanding of time.  

§  For the first time in history we could see what 
our ancestors looked like 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=GeMnpYoDzLk 



Nicéphore Niépce, 
1765-1833 
 
French inventor 
One of the inventors of 
photography 



First	Photographic	Image	

Enhanced version of Niepce’s (a French inventor) View from the Window at Le Gras (1826 or 
1827), the earliest surviving photograph of a real-world scene, made using a camera obscura.  



Daguerreotype of 
Louis Daguerre 
(1787-1851) in 1844 
by Jean-Baptiste 
Sabatier-Blot 
 
French artist and 
photographer, 
recognized for his 
invention of the 
daguerreotype 
process of 
photography, 1839 



Photography	
Technique	and	Development	

•  The	daguerreotype	was	
introduced	to	the	world	by	a	
French	painter	(who	it	is	named	
after)	Louis	Daguerre	in	1839.	
Considered	the	permanent	
photographic	(positive)	image.			

Collection of Fossils and Shells, Louis Jaques-
Mande Daguerre, 1859. Daguerrotype Portrait of Frederick Douglass, Abolitionist  

by Samuel J. Miller, c.1847. Daguerrotype 





Daguerrotype	

Le Boulevard du Temple. Louis-Jacques-Mande 
Daguerre, 1839. Daguerrotype. 

Believed to be the earliest 
photograph showing a living 
person. It is a view of a busy street, 
but because the exposure time was 
at least ten minutes the moving 
traffic left no trace.  
 
Only the two men near the bottom 
left corner, one apparently having 
his boots polished by the other, 
stayed in one place long enough to 
be visible.  
 
Note that, as with most 
daguerreotypes, the image is a 
mirror image. 



Early Photography: Making 
Daguerreotypes 





By 1839, when the daguerreotype was invented, the longest exposures were a 
minute and a half (90 seconds). By the 1850s, they were 3 to 8 seconds. 

Posing Stand: 1 second is a long time to keep still! 

A Victorian posing stand, courtesy of Mike Zohn 





Device to hold heads still during the long exposure time required to make a daguerreotype portrait 



  
Portrait of a daguerreotypist 
displaying daguerreotypes 
and cases, 1845 
Courtesy of the Getty Center 



The first authenticated image 
of Abraham Lincoln was this 
daguerreotype of him as U.S. 
Congressman-elect in 1846, 
attributed to Nicholas H. 
Shepard of Springfield, Illinois 



Frederick Douglass, 
1847 
Daguerreotype 
Samuel J. Miller 



Photography	
Technique	and	Development	

•  The	development	of	film	using	
the	“negative-positive”	principle	
made	multiple	prints	from	a	
single	image	possible	

William Henry Fox Talbot with 
crew, at Reading Photographic 
Establishment, 1844. 



Henry Fox Talbot's Photographic Process 



Calotype	

The Open Door. William Henry Fox Talbot, 1843. Calotype 



Other Processes: 
 
1850 - 1890: Albumen: Egg whites & Sodium Chloride (salt)  
    Inexpensive & Available 
 
1873 - 1914: Platinum: Brush Metal onto the Paper with Brush 
    Elevates photography to an artform – Expensive. 
 
1880s-20c: Gelatin Silver: Silver bromide in hot gelatin 
    Allows portability, develops a latent image 

 Can enlarge a negative – no need for a contact print 
 
 
 
 



"Nadar élevant la 
Photographie à la hauteur 
de l'Art" (Nadar elevating 
Photography to Art). 
Lithograph by Honoré 
Daumier, appearing in Le 
Boulevard, May 25, 1863. 



Nadar (Gaspar Felix 
Tournachon, 1820-1910), 
Paul and his Dog, c.1865 
Albumen silver print. 
Paul Getty Museum 



Studio Bengue & 
Kindermann, c. 1890 
Courtesy Hans 
Christian Adam 



John F Kennedy, 1949 
Courtesy John F 
Kennedy Library, MA 



Photograph of Abraham 
Lincoln taken by Matthew 
Brady on the day of Lincoln's 
Cooper Union speech in 1860. 

Matthew Brady photographed 
Abraham Lincoln on many 
occasions.  
 
His Lincoln photographs have 
been used for the $5 bill and the 
Lincoln penny.  



Photography As:  
Social Reform 



How the other half lives by jacob riis 



Bandit’s roost from How the other half lives 



Men’s lodging from How the other half lives 



Young girls in a cotton factory by lewis hine 



Photography for Social Reform:     Child in Carolina Cotton Mill, Lewis Hine, 1908. 



Young men working in a coal mine by lewis hine 



Photography As: 
Documentation 



A quiet day in the mortar battery:  crimean war 



Photography	of	war	

A Harvest of Death, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Timothy O’Sullivan (negative) and Alexander Gardner (print). July 1863, 
Published 1866 in Photographic Sketchbook of the War. 



The Valley of the Shadow of Death:  crimean war 



Civil war battlefield 



Early	expeditionary	photographers		

•  had	to	carry	heavy	
cameras,	chemicals,	
and	plates.		

•  O’Sullivan	used	a	
portable	darkroom,	
creating	some	of	
the	most	beautiful	
landscape	
photographs	ever	
made.	



Police Photography 



Post mortem photographs 

While today we might find these images creepy, in 
the 19th century, post mortem photographs served 
as mementos of deceased loved ones. 



The Kodak – Photography for the public 
1888 – 2000s 
 
Kodachrome ends in 2009.  
Last roll developed in 2010. 



Eastman Kodak 
Brownie Box Camera 
1901 and 1935. 
Film: 117 roll film, 
2-1/4” square 
List price: $1.00 



The Kodak No. 2 Folding 
Autographic Brownie is a 
folding camera for type 120 
autographic film. More than 
half a million models were sold 
between 1915 and 1926. 



Brownie Flash 
(1957-1960) 



As	cameras	became	lighter	
and	more	portable,	
photographers	were	able	to	
create	photographs	that	
recorded	moments	of	
everyday	life	and	things	in	
motion.		

Delage automobile, A.C.F. Grand Prix. 
Jacques-Henri Lartigue, June 26, 1912. 



Photography	
The	Camera	

•  The	camera	has	5	basic	
parts		

•  Light-tight	box	
•  Lens	
•  Shutter	
•  Aperture	
•  View	finder	

In late 19th century, the 
Kodak camera 
revolutionized photography – 
the “Kodak” was small and 
portable 



Continue	to	Part	2:	Photography	in	the	20th	&	21st	Century 

Henri Cartier-Bresson with his trusty Leica in 1957.  
Photograph by Jane Brown 


